REGENERATION OF A BUILT UP AREA

INTRODUCTION

[ was asked to make a report detailing the architectural
styles and features chararacteristic of different periods
Jrom Medieval to the present day. The report had to
include extensive graphical work on the old town in
Poole detailing two different periods.
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ST GEORGE'S ALMSHOUSES

St George s Almshouses are of one storey with walls of coursed
rubble, brick chimney and a tiled roof with a verge of stone
slates. The Almshouses are a Mediaeval foundation,referred in
1429 which was originally the property of the Guild of ST
George. In the sixteenth century the property was passed on to
the corporation of Poole. The building has been much altered
but may date from early fifteenth century. It is stated that ;the
lower part of the walls are portions of the first erection,on
which a projecting timber storey was afterwards built.

In 1904 the building was drastically restored and no
trace of ‘timber storey’ remains. Prior to restoration,the
building facing church street had a series of doorways and two
dormers and a casement windows to the attic. In the centre of
this front are two gables,perhaps of seventeenth century date in
English bond,with glazed headers.Above each gable is a pair of
chimney stacks rising from a rectangular base.
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Town Cellars or the Woolhouse, 1960s. Dating from about the 1430s, this outstanding mt‘;ﬁ""'
roof now covers the town's Maritime Museum. It was built besndg the Quay as a woo oal.o.re'
probably shortly after Poole became a Port of the Staple, which was in 1433, Staple commodities

were those upon which customs duty was levied and their merchandising was restricted by law to
approved traders.
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THE KING CHARLES

The King Charles formally the NEW INN ,with timber-framed
walls partly rebuilt and rendered ,was built in the late sixteenth
century .The range facing the street is of this date :the floor is
Jetted and has two original gabled square-sided oriel windows
.Each of the two original first floor rooms has an open false
hammer-beams truss with solid brackets below the hammer
with trefoils and rosettes.
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GUILDHALL

Guildhall in market street is of two storeys with brick stone
dressing and a hipped slate roof .The building has stone quoins
.a plat-band at the first floor level and a moulded cornice and
parapet :at the S.W end the cornice rises to form a pediment
.The openings of the lower stage have semi-circular arched
heads with in three receding order of brickwork with keystones
.The principal facade which face S.W has a central feature
combining a rusticated arched entrance to a lower stage and a
balustraded and pedimented porch to the principal storey
,approached on each side by a segmental staircase with iron
baluster and hand rails .In the centre of the tympanum of the
main pediment is a keystoned roundel enclosing a clock face
,and above the apex of the pediment is a sundial with figure
X11 .the roof has a flat central area supporting a square
lantern with splayed angles having in each face one round
headed window with rusticated surround ;the lantern is
surmounted by a cornice and octagonal dome supporting a
weather vane . /
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UNIT |.]

WEST END HOUSE

WEST END HOUSE ,of two storeys with cellars and attic and
walls of brick with stone dressing ,is a mid eighteenth century
merchants house..

The front elevation is symmetrical ,of five bays with a
stone plinth ,quoins ,moulded cornice and balustraded parapet
surmounted by four urns and two stone pineapples . The front
doorway is flanked by stone pilaster ,the course being
alternately vermiculite and plain ,with lonic capitals
supporting a pulvinited frieze and pediment . The windows have
moulded architrave’s and keystones except that above the front

- doorway which has a scrolled and eared architrave .The other
elevations are undistinguished .
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UNIT LI

HOUSES 10/12 MARKET STREET

Houses 10 & 12 were built as a single dwelling in the mid
eighteenth century ,perhaps 1762 .the front wall ,in header
bond brickwork ,has a low stone plinth ,a block cornice at the
eaves with ogee shaped brackets ,and rusticated stone quoins
.the original doorway ,to number 10 ,has flutted attached
columns with entablature blocks decorated with urns in low
relief and open pediment ;a second doorway was added to the
N.E in the late eighteenth century replacing an original
window .The dormer windows have shaped cheeks .Above the

doorway is a lead rainwater with the initials and date WB
1762.
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UNIT I.1

I'HE OLD RECTORY

The old rectory immediately N.E of St James church ,of two
storey with cellar and attic ,with walls of brick laid to a header
bond at the front and a tiled roof ,was built in 1786 .The front
is in five bays with a central doorway with round head and
Jfanlight and surmounted by a thinly moulded open pediment
.Windows have segmental arched brick heads with keystones
.Original iron railing survive enclosing front garden .

PQC'UWU\JF‘- 1\mz J(r\cmﬁdar
‘;Qcﬁmrz n classwoxL |
\
crchitecture which resgmbles

the Soﬂnc 9ablp"

7
= e “»—"—’*‘i;_;:kk,:,f-—?_.’_“c:‘

ST _
—

AWVPQdLmQr\T



THE MANSION HOUSE

The Mansion house is of two storeys with a basement and attic.
The walls are of red brick laid in Flemish bond ,the slate-
covered roof is concealed behind a parapet .Although it is one
of the largest of the merchants’ houses in Poole ,no
documentary evidence for its date is known it may be ascribed
stylistically to the last decade of the eighteenth century or the
follow decade .At the former period the property belonged to
Benjamin Lester (1724-1802) who was one of two
representatives of Poole in Parliament from 1791 to 1796 and
was prominent in the Newfoundland trade ;a marble
representation of dried cod which appears in the frieze of the
dining-room fireplace is an allusion to the source of wealth
.This is a grand house and clearly intended to give the illusion

of grandeur .
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NANSION Hloust

Poole, August 1st, 1842,

The low value of this property illustrates the
depression which corporate intrigue brought on the town

‘BY PRIVATE CONTRACT,

THE

HOUSE,
GARDENS. & FIELD,

Late in the occupation of the
Owner, situate in

MARKET STREET
IN POOLE, DORSET.

The LAND, including that on which the
House is built, and comprising the Gardens
and Field, Fence Walls, and other Fences,
and the Trees, at 8d. per foot.

The MANSION HOUSE for £530.

To be taken altogether.
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Doorways

Fhe attractions of both fashlon
and tradition, and the advances of
fashion itself, brought great
variety to the elevations of
Georgian houses, and in particular
to their entrance doorways, Style
meant one thing in London,
another high on the Pennines, as
it always had done,

Door hoods

Around 1700, entrances were
commonly protected hy hoods.
They were usually supported by
brackets, which could be in the
form of classical scrolls, often
heavily enriched with swags of
flowers and fruit (A), or putti (8).
All these were heavily encrusted
with paint until recent stripping
and repainting. The carved
porches of the houses in Queen
Anne's Gate, Westminster, took
ornament to an extreme of
luxuriance (c¢). The porches were
usually flat, but rounded ones
with a shell set inside them (p),
or, later, a fanlight, were a
popular alternative.

Door cases

Increasingly, builders brought
classical elements into the design
of their doorcases, sometimes to
the disadvantage of the hood. In
1699 a fine brick classical
pediment was added to a cottage
in Berstead, West Sussex, but
however much fashion it brought.
it added no protection against the
pouring rain (g).

Practicality and the advancing
taste for classical forms were not
always pulling in opposite
directions. But the absurdities of a
preference for taste rather than
practicality are clearly
demonstrated by adjacent houses
in Great James Street, Holborn,
where a sensible hood supported
by ornate brackets has been
replaced by a classical door
surround complete with attached
half columns, entablature and
pediment (k). Indeed there is a
double absurdity here, for not
only does the classical surround
offer far less shelter, but it takes
its form from the temples off
classical antiquity in which these
pedimented fronts were designed
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GEORGIAN HouseS

136  GEORGIAN HOUSES

Details and decoration

The main trend in the decoration
of the exterior of the Georgian
house was the reduction of wood
in favour of stucco and ironwork.
There were two main causes for
this. the first being the desire to
reduce the amount of combustible
material; the second was the
ability to reproduce decorative
forms by casting them from
moulds. This was a reflection of
wider advances brought about by
the Industrial Revolution which
allowed mass-production to
become a reality.

Stucco and Coade stone

The wooden cornices that
characterized houses at the start
of the eighteenth century (A) were
suppressed by a combination of
law and taste. Brick and stone
parapets took their place (8). The
same process changed entrances.
Here stucco and Coade stone. a
form of fired earthenware, came
into their own. Once a carver had
produced a mould, its craftsman-
ship could be reproduced for as
long as there was a market, and no
one had a greater market than
Eleanor Coade for her rusticated
surrounds and keystones decorated
with heads (c).




Windows

Sash windows had already made
their appearance in important
houses well before the start of the
eighteenth century. They were
then becoming standard in
London terrace houses. but they
still took much longer to reach
the countryside, and then did so
in a desultory way.

Early sashes were built flush
with the exterior brickwork,
allowing the full width of the
frames to be exposed. The grooves
in which the sashes slid often
contained hinged props which
supported the sash in either an
open or closed position (A). When
pulleys, cords and counterweights
were introduced to make sashes
open more easily, the frames were
made wider so that they could
contain the weights (8). This was
seen as a fire hazard and the
London Building Act of 1709
required the frames to be set back
by the width of a brick, that is by
4} inches (c).

The Act may have been
responsible for windows being set
back in inner London, where it
applied. but fashion came into it
as well. A recessed window frame
made a wall immediately look
more solid. and emphasized the
window openings in a very
satisfactory way.

The 1774 Act went one stage
further, and required the frames
to be rebated into the inner face of
the wall, so hiding them almost
entirely (p). This brought the
glazing bars into prominence.
They helped to determine the
window's proportions and the
proportions of the individual
panes of glass, which were all part
of the reigning classical fashion.
When the glazing bars are
removed and the panes are
replaced by plate glass, the
window not surprisingly loses its
character and looks empty.

Window heads

At the start of the eighteenth
century, windows could have
cither Hlat or slightly curved
heads, sometimes one Lype on one
floor, the other on the vext. By
the middle of the centur, lat
heads had become far more
populir, but ¢ irves came back
again, especially in semicircular
headed windows, and they
remained popular, particularly on
the ground floor of a house when
they could pick up the lines of an
adjacent entrance door and its
fanlight ().
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UNIT L

POOLE 1840-1890
VICTORIAN PERIOD

Old Town, Poole

= = e AT = - R,
Market Street and the Guildhall, 1874. The street is cobbled and pointing down it, from between
the imposing double-flight of steps to the 1761-built Guildhall, is a Crimean War cannon, brought
home from the siege of Sebastopol, 1854-55.
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FREE LIBRARY (LAGLAND RD)

As the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria's accession
approached, discussion took place as to the best way to mark
the occasion in Poole. Lady Wimbourne pressed for a hospital,
but in fact it was the suggestion of timber merchant J.J Norton
Jor a free library which was built at a cost of £2500.

133. Foundation plaque of the Free Library, 1887,
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LIRRARY
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POOLE BRIDGE
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POOLE QUAY

169 By 1860 the Newfoundland trade had ceased and the quay appears very inactive in this print. Even the famous native
oyster fishery of Poole had collapsed. through overfishing. Defoe had described Poole’s as ‘the best and biggest oysters’
which were pickled and sent in barrels all over the world. Henry Hastings. Squire of Woodlands, ate them twice a day
all year round. There was not a woman around under the age of 40. ‘but it was her own fault if he was not intimately
acquanted with her!.
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POOLE 1928-1959

MODREN PERIOD

An aerial view of Poole Quay and Old Town cl 920’s



G ASWORKS + QLuAY

Public Services

UNII

32 Poole pioneered gasworks, starting in 1833. Most of the
plant pictured at Pitwines had been built in 1924. Its demolition
created problems when the retort house refused to yield to
explosives, but care had to be taken because of the nearby
railway.
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33 An aerial cableway brought coal from the quay. Dust from
the coal caused a great nuisance to nearby homes. The Grammar
School lay across the railway line. One wit wrote, ‘Up to yon
massive gassy plant/Our border doth abide/And we must thank
our sainted aunt/It doesn’t come inside.’
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MuniciPAL [Builping

The area of the borough was enlarged to include Broadstone and Canford Magna in 1933, making the borough
population 53,000. By a 21 to 13 vote new offices had been commissioned in 1931. A hundred men worked for Whitelock
and Co. for 62 weeks to complete the Municipal Building at a cost of £62,290. 900,000 bricks were laid.

Poole’s third bridge, built in 1927 at a cost of £50,000 and lifted by electric



POOLE GENERATING STATION

S Sx by =

Poole Generating Station is now a cleared site awaiting ‘regencration”. It took from 1948 to 1953 to build
and produced enough power for 400,000 homes. The design was approved by the Royal Fine Art
Commission. Fly ash from the original coal burning station was dumped at Turlin Moor to create ph\ying
ficlds, but before complete reclamation the station converted to oil and the fly ash had to be reduced in dept
to complete the whole arca. The chimneys, 325 [t in height, were landmarks visible for miles around to
mariners and others as a sign one was approaching Poole. They were demolished in February 1993 on the
author’s last day of work as the Tast bewigged and gowned Town Clerk of Poole: an office that had been in
existence since 1558 with its own oath ol office requiring the holder o “keep the secrets of the Town and
not 1o cxtend the same other than to such as are sworn (o the Town'.
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CONTEMPOR IWILRINGS

right: Barber’s Wharf in the Old Town

Below left: Housing Association development, Talbot Village
Below Right: Recently built private housing, Talbot Village-
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Figure 1.1
Existing Local Plan Boundaries Scale 1: 60 000 approx.
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_ THE DEPARTMENT
- OF TRANSPORT

- POOLE HARBOUR CROSSING
PUBLIC CONSULTATION & EXHIBITION
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f The Exhibition

You are invited to attend an exhibition at St. Michael’s Church Hall,

Hamworthy, where plans and information about this proposed road improve-
ment will be on display.

The exhibition will be open at the following times: Taial
Thursday 1 April 1993 2.00pm - 8.00 pm
Friday 2 April 1993 10.00 am - 8.00 pm
k Saturday 3 April 1993 10.00 am - 4.00 pm )

[ WE NEED YOUR VIEWS |










